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Anders, General Wladyslaw 
Hitler’s Defeat Russia 


Foreword Colonel Truman Smith. Regnery. Oct. 19, 
1953. 267p. Maps. $4.00. 


Evans, Medford The Secret War for the A-Bomb 
Introduction James Burnham. Regnery. Oct. 26, 1953. 
302p. $3.95. 


Here are two books, each them written describe 
successful Communist operations different—but not 
unconnected—fields activity. Each develops single 
theme with respect recent history: Russian 
nist success, actual warfare and cold war politics, 
depends more upon the other side’s mistakes than upon 
any communist superiority strength resourceful- 
ness. implicit explanation the mistakes which 
have made such success possible lies the attribution 
failure appreciate the nature communism, the 
realities life behind the iron curtain, the basic 
strategy communist political warfare. General 
Anders writes with the benefit source material which 
can now reveal fully the accomplished facts Ger- 
man defeat between 1941 and 1945. Mr. Evans has 
undertaken the much more difficult task revealing 
inadequacies America’s defense A-bomb superi- 
ority the cold war. his book less satisfying than 
that General Anders making plain the full nature 
Soviet success the cold war only because 
trying explain something which still going on— 
which may yet win. 


There but one substitute for hindsight power 
politics, and that adequate appreciation the 
strength and also the weaknesses adversary. De- 
feat can only make such value 
others. General Anders has shown that Hitler not 
only underestimated the number divisions opposing 
the Germans 1941, also establishes clearly that 
Hitler made less than eleven major mistakes com- 
mand which dissipated original German superiority 
force. The most conspicuous mistakes the Russian 
campaign include, the frontal attack—instead fol- 
lowing the Balkan campaign 1941 with exploita- 
tion military possibilities the Near East—the 
failure all out for capture Moscow—Soviet 
industry and communications made the retention 
that place absolutely necessary—the concentration 
Stalingrad and consequent loss army which 
the Germans without any reserves for offensive opera- 
tions, and, finally, the absurd determination defend 
every point retreat the last extremity. quite 


obvious that Stalin had something less than 
military genius beat, not the German generals, but 
Adolph Hitler. Left themselves the German mili- 
tary planners might have beaten the Russians, only 
because they understood one other deficiency Hitler’s 
strategy which makes all the others, comparison, 
little importance: refused let the Russians fight 
communism, they wished when whole divi- 
sions came over, when Russian officers offered their 
services, and when villagers met the Wehrmacht with 
the traditional presents bread and salt. Two facts 
stand out the Anders volume, first, the failure 
the Germans the western enemies Germany 
understand how much the various nations within the 
Soviet Union wished liberated from communist 
rule, and, second, the Russian communist organization 
partisans was developed—behind the German lines— 
primarily make war their own people, prevent 
these from giving aid and comfort the enemy. 
great deal comprehended the story Gen- 
eral Vlasov and his efforts persuade Germans 
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that the best allies against the Communists are the 
Russian people. 


Hitler’s refusal utilize his best assets, well his 
mistakes strategy, are paralleled, according Mr. 
Evans’s way thinking, the poor political planning 
the United States government the period 1945- 
1949, while the ignorance obvious communist inten- 
tions was most striking among the “ideologically un- 
stable” scientists who influenced the atomic control 
legislation 1946. believes that consequence 
too much internationalist thinking—evident first 
all the Acheson-Lillienthal report atomic energy, 
and the first American proposal place controls 
the hands the United Nations—we may have per- 
mitted the Russians overcome their greatest obstacle 
world conquest, namely, aroused America which 
was able stop them their tracks. also the 
opinion that the same scientists who first developed 
the bomb, then tried prevent its use, and then sought 
deprive America its unique advantage having 
it, were sufficiently “soft” communism give 
our enemies the methods and the actual materials 
which have produced the explosions within 
U.S.S.R. understand from the blurb the book 
jacket that the author resigned from his position 
security training official with the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, because was unable make his security 
recommendations effective, and because wished 
write this book. former college professor—in the 
humanities—he not all deterred from criticism 
the scientists the fact that not trained physi- 
cist mathematician. would putting mildly 
say that alarmist. argues from certain 
implications statements made just after World War 
conclusions which, true, would suggest that 
are danger having our vast program atomic 
energy directed and for the communists—who may 
have stolen enough material form hidden caches 
bombs with which blow into eternity when the 
time comes make use these weapons their civil 
war the United States. These caches may have been 
formed with materials stolen between 1945 and 1949, 
when our security system was bad—for reasons which 
can be, perhaps, understood best those who know 
something about how the bomb made—and when 
proper inventory system was existence. 1947 our 
stockpile was found practically nonexistent, and 
this despite the statements recorded the previous 
two years that work was progressing toward accumu- 
lation bombs (pp. 230-231). Things are better man- 
aged now, perhaps, but the struggle retain proper 
security not over. 


great extent Mr. Evans has relied upon, and pre- 
sented with great thoroughness, the statements those 
who regarded the United States dangerous manipu- 
lator force, when first acquired the terrible weapon 
that all know the atomic bomb be. After quot- 
ing the scientists, and the internationally minded and 
influential publicists, who began worry about Ameri- 
can potentialities, notes the value their propa- 
ganda hypothetical strategy subversion the 
communists. Fitting dangerous ideas possible ac- 
tions, and proceeding from authentic cases treason 
and betrayal discussion inadequate security 
measures, then casts doubt upon the reliability 
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many those who were position harm— 
but who have never been found out traitors. they 
are not guilty conscious acts treason, nevertheless 
according Mr. Evans, their ideological instability has 
made them prime targets for the enemy who concen- 
trates, James Burnham says his laudatory intro- 
duction, upon the minds and wills men. Any 
weapon “is only powerless bundle matter apart 
from human minds and wills.” And Mr. Anders 
shows, the Wehrmacht was weapon which failed be- 
cause Hitler’s inadequacies mind and will. This 
reviewer unable pass final judgment the issues 
raised The Secret War for the A-Bomb, but 
book which ought read carefully those respon- 
sible for our national security. 


John 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Munthe, Gustaf and Uexkull, Gudrun 
The Story Axel Munthe 
Dutton. Nov. 1953. 217p. $3.75. 


This year the twenty-fifth anniversary that remark- 
able book, The Story San Michele. commem- 
orate it, silver anniversary edition being produced, 
and the above biography its author. astonishing 
note the success the original story; went through 
one hundred and fifteen printings, and sold many mil- 
lions copies. 


Everyone recalls the story peculiar, fascinating 
mixture truth and fiction, dreams and reality, all 
mixed together into heady brew, which made the 
world appear tipsy and unreal place, but very won- 
derful. The truth the matter that Dr. Munthe 
very queer fish. This biography all respects 
adequate, and there criticism levelled against 
it. The more important thing the Doctor himself. 
needs re-evaluation, especially Catholic librar- 
ians. appears this book and his own story 
profound lover all creation—men, animals, and 
things—kings and peasants, dogs and 
Francis was his favorite, and often bracketed with 
him. There is, however, disturbing difference; Dr. 
Munthe was not Christian, but pantheist. There 
kind Wordsworthian nature worship which one 
objects to, but the Doctor’s variety more sinister and 
questionable. his tenderness for all creatures, there 
something that looks like resentment against their 
Creator. his own Story the Doctor tells how 
used make the rounds the hospital ready with 
overdose morphine for hopeless cases. 
impassive spectator,” writes the Doctor, “of the 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
Beyond This Place Cronin 
Time and Time Again Hilton 
Too Late the Phalarope (IIb) Paton 
(Ila) Selinko 
The Unconquered (Ila) Williams 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann 
Lord Vanity (IIb) Shellabarger 


Battle Cry (IV) Uris 
Bellow 


Yerby 
Kane 


The Adventures Augie March (IV) 
The Devil’s Laughter (IV) 
The Lady Arlington 


Lindberg Sept. 
Oct. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
Nov. 


The Spirit St. Louis (1) 

Sexual Behavior the Human 
Female 

Call Lucky 

Annapurna (Ila) 

The Age the Moguls (I) 


Kinsey 
Crosby 
Herzog 
Holbrook 


last unequal battle, stand helpless and insensible 
while was doing His work destruction?” The 
this sentence might refer suffering personified, 
God. One not sure, but the second alternative 
there and frightening its boldness. 


The biography makes mention his practice eutha- 
nasia and attempts defend him for it. “As long 
there was any hope saving life, Axel Munthe would 
strain every nerve keep awake the will live,” the 
authors write 64. “But when hope existed 
never hesitated use his art shorten the remaining 
moments agony best could. His doctor col- 
leagues who knew his unconventional views 
much disputed subject, would call him their hope- 
lessly suffering patients for them what they them- 
selves did not dare do.” Much disputed Not 
among Christians. 


“Munthe was Christ-like feeling and action,” 
read 152, “but his keen intellect prevented him 
believing the Church’s traditional doctrine salva- 
tion.” This nonsense the same kind that makes 
St. Francis him. Actually his favorite philosopher 
was Schopenhauer. His keen intellect not keen, 
for the more his ideas are carefully considered, the 
clearer becomes was moved entirely his own 
feelings, they reasonable not. was man 
great sensitivity, aesthete, who was complete law 
unto himself. His strange confusions, his bold and 
“unconventional” practices should raise very large 
question about him the mind any Catholic librar- 
ian. For own part, not believe should 
placed within the reach the ordinary reader. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington 17, 


Wohl, Louis Set All Afire 


Lippincott. Nov. 280p. $3.00. 

The author The Golden Thread, life St. Ignatius 
Loyola, (Best Sellers, Dec. 1952) has followed the 
most natural course writing next the biography 
St. Francis Xavier. For the connection between these 
two great souls, spiritual father and son, respectively, 


Wohl 
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close that full understanding one almost de- 
mands knowledge the other. 


This latest life the Apostle the Indies satisfac- 
tory and will prove interesting and rewarding for all 
readers. not, however, outstanding book and 
falls far short Fr. James Brodrick’s St. Francis 
Xavier (Best Sellers, Jan. 1953). 


Two small corrections could made. Page con- 
tains obvious error concerning Blessed Pierre Favre, 
the first priest the Society Jesus. And then, the 
seal confession not involved the situation de- 
scribed 231, for the murderer does not admit his 
guilt for the purpose being absolved (“I not ask 
you for your absolution, know you would have 
but simply threaten Xavier with like death 
does not stop interfering with those who have the 
“real power India.” 


Freuchen, Peter 

Vagrant Viking: Life and Adventures 
Translated from the Danish Johan Hambro. Messner. 
Nov. 1953. 422p. $5.00. 
Well might Peter Freuchen look upon himself the 
eternal wanderer recalls his life sixty-six years 
variously spent explorer, trader, film actor, farmer, 
sailor, lecturer, and journalist. Such career all the 
more remarkable when realized that this modern 
wayfarer has been “stumping” around the world 
peg leg. Some years ago during Arctic expedition 
the foot was frozen. When the toes became gangrenous 
Freuchen matter-of-factly amputated them, piece 
piece, with pair pincers and hammer. 


While studying the University Copenhagen, Freu- 
chen decided sea. With this experience under 
his belt, returned complete his studies and then 
set out become explorer. From the time first 
shipped out the dual capacity stoker and scientific 
assistant the Denmark Expedition east Greenland 
until the loss his leg, his life was mainly spent the 
polar regions. Any number times was either 
member leader some group spanning across the 
Arctic, Hudson Bay, and the Greenland Ice Cap. With 
Knud Rasmussen made the first crossing north 
Greenland and reached Eskimo settlement, now 
Thule. His first wife (according native custom) was 
Eskimo, Navarana, who died the flu epidemic 
1921 while she was preparing accompany her hus- 
band the Fifth Thule Expedition Arctic Canada. 


When his northern explorations were cut short, Freu- 
chen turned writing and eventually found himself 
Hollywood for the filming his book, Eskimo. From 
time time made efforts settle down with his 
second wife, Magda, their island farm not far from 
the Danish frontier, but his variegated interests and ad- 
venturous nature would not give the moss chance 
gather this human rolling stone. Magda has since 
been replaced, via the divorce route, fashion illus- 
trator. The island, incidentally, became quite haven 
for refugees from Hitler’s Germany. And from his 
retreat Freuchen operated with the underground during 
the occupation Denmark until the Gestapo arrested 
him and confiscated his peg leg keep him from 
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escaping. Before World War Freuchen had been 
invited travel extensively through the Soviet Arctic, 
trip which furnishes some interesting facts about 
Siberia. 


Vagrant Viking the autobiography somewhat un- 
usual and different personality. matter what other 
impression may left with the reader, one will 
accuse the author writing with any inhibitions. His 
revelations times are shockingly frank, his humor 
broad, and his anecdotes, not “earthy” (as per jacket 
blurb), but bordering the vulgar. Add that the 
author’s numerous references and preoccupation with 
matters sexual behavior and you have another un- 
pleasant stumbling block. Those who are anticipating 
solid account polar life and experiences will find 
the first part his memoirs their satisfaction. Here 
Freuchen his element reveals his real, out- 
standing accomplishments. There gainsaying the 
serious nature and noteworthy contributions his ex- 
plorations. However, when gets around describ- 
ing the other facets his life the story bogs down and 
becomes monotonously dull. Here becomes the 
itinerant lecturer with ordinary travelogue occa- 
sionally enlivened some sharp wit and glib remark. 
The end result somewhat disappointment. But 
then there changing the memoirs man who 
wishes present himself the role vagrant. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Adams, Donald The New Treasure Chest 
Dutton. Nov. 1953. $4.00. 


Subtitled, “An Anthology Reflective Prose,” this 
volume contains thought-provoking excerpts from some 
180 different writers, dead and living, home and abroad, 
aesthete and economist, philosopher and philanderer, 
believer and scoffer. rag-bag snippets that 
will, rag-bags do, evoke memories and 
thought, emotional echoes; and many them will stir 
the mind new reflections. previous similiar com- 
pilation gleanings from Mr. Adams’ Copy-book was 
titled The Treasure Chest; hence this second volume 
further and different culls called The New Treasure 
Chest. will make handy bedside chair-side 
book; and physicians with sophisticated clientele 
might keep copy the waiting room table 
wholesome antidote the late-published hogwash one 
usually finds such setting. 


Maltz, Maxwell, M.D. 
Crowell, 1953. 216p. $3.50. 
Doctor Pygmalion could well have been titled Sylvia 
Dear Sylvia. biographical account embellished 
reminiscences and adorned case histories gained the 
career successful plastic surgeon. Throughout the 
book there thin thread romance—unilateral 
puppy love—between the author and Sylvia that ends 
usual. But Sylvia, unlike Galatea, never quite comes 
alive; she remains ivory unto the very last page. 


The reader carried along quasi-clinical tour from 
internship New York’s lower East Side through 


Doctor Pygmalion 


Adams Maltz Meyer 
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year privation spent post-graduate study 
Berlin. There Sylvia appears the scene. fol- 
lows hurried visit surgical pavilions (and Sylvia’s 
piano concerts) Breslau, Munich, Frankfurt and 
Dresden. The itinerary includes Rome, Paris and Lon- 
don and ends with the return New York, “mink 
and perfume” surgical practice and penthouse sus- 
pected containing buried treasure. 


But there more the reading than surgeon’s 
peregrinations. are told vivid detail tragic 
disfigurements and their profoundly dramatic effects 
upon the lives many people. Eight-year-old Dorothy, 
only child the Callahans—and there could 
more—became self-imposed silent recluse because 
ugly facial scar. The beautiful Contessa’ sought 
disfeatured, but course was not, she could 
like her husband. Also there was Helen whose fading 
beauty was restored and who might have become the 
doctor’s wife except for the reappearance Sylvia. 
And, unhappily, there was the marred progeny her 
without blemish, the incomparable Sylvia, whose daugh- 
ter the doctor wished pretend was “yours and mine.” 
The beautiful, the ugly, the vain all have their en- 
trances and their exits. Some are merely stage; most 
have lines; yet each speaks poignantly. 


Doctor Pygmalion moving and strangely fascinating 
series interesting tales although exaggerated for the 
purpose story making. The step-by-step description 
intricate surgical operations detracts small way 
from otherwise well-written narrative professional 
experience. Like the never-failing question put most 
Doctor Pygmalion’s patients, this reviewer wonders: 
“Will hurt?” 


Incredible and detailed much the story may ap- 
pear, there attempt made present the entire 
life the author; and even though the chapters end 
with rather sharp delineation there agreeable 
continuity sequence. Descriptive terms are well- 
chosen, scientific gobbledygook notably absent and, 
contrast the writings most medical authors, 
elbow-near lexicon needless. 


Doctor Pygmalion can recommended light enter- 
tainment all readers. Expecting little else, few will 


disappointed. 
William White, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Meyer, Agnes Out These Roots 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 15, 1953. 385p. $4.00. 


The wife the chairman the board the Wash- 
ington Post, and sister the late Deputy Superinten- 
dent Schools New York City, here speaks her 
mind such fashion prove herself probably 
greater force than either her husband her brother. 
But granting the strength, its nature lies open 
question. 


autobiography, Out These Roots, about the 
halfway point, abandons chronological narrative and 
takes the essay form, covering multitude ques 
tions contemporary significance. The life Mrs. 
Meyer can recounted briefly. Born New York, 
daughter Lutheran lawyer, she attended the public 
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schools and worked her way through Barnard College 
scholarship. Newspaper work and sojourn 
Europe were quickly followed her marriage 
Eugene Meyer. World War and the years immedi- 
ately following found her raising children and studying 
Chinese culture. Then, the career “social signi- 
ficance” began. 


tempting call Mrs. Meyer Republican Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Beyond resemblances, however, must 
conceded that Mrs. Meyer has had stronger contact 
with the arts and with abstract thinking than her better 
known counterpart. Still, fundamentally, Mrs. Meyer’s 
thinking not different kind from that 
and would difficult, her own premises, make 
real distinction between her position and theirs even 
the very points where she savagely disagrees. 


Among all those persons whom Mrs. Meyer has known 
and liked, she professes the most “passionate friendship” 
for Paul Claudel. References him crop through- 
out. And here, caveat must issued. For this pro- 
fession, frequently protested, sounds suspiciously like 
the “some best friends are Jews” the anti- 
Semite. explanation must pointed out that Mrs. 
Meyer devotee that school tolerance which 
dotes freedom religion because religion toy 
prop the weak sister, but excoriates the “super- 
stition” whenever infringes what she considers 
reality. (So also, she would fight the death for 
free speech, but let one disagree with her any 
matter she holds important under dire threat flaying!) 


She discarded the Christian “myth” early like “an 
outworn garment.” She holds strongly with Dewey 
and Mann that God nebulous creation the 
striving spirit man. Immortality she makes short 
work of, satisfied with the hollow thought immor- 
tality the having produced better material world 
the distant future. She believes something called 
“creative concept sentimentalism because 
there rational justification its superiority 
uncreative, purely bestial, living. 

Again, despite her stated friendship with several Cath- 
olic prelates, she roundly abuses “The Hierarchy” 
whole, scheming, authoritarian and subversive 
democratic process. one may think the 
question Federal aid education the United 
States, one can see trace bigotry Mrs. Meyer’s 
attack the position some Catholics! She accuses 
Fr. McManus NCWC (that horrible thing, lobby!) 
threatening Congress did not knuckle under 
the Church, when the very words she quotes show 
that was simply pointing out the Congress its own 
legislation. 

Another curious twist appears her treatment the 
clause the Northwest Ordinance 1787, 
upon which, she points out, “The Catholic bishops” 
rest their case for Federal aid. She goes say that 
similar provision had been stricken from the Ordi- 
nance 1785, and gleefully quotes Madison’s private 
comment hearing that the Congress 1785 “had 
support religion.” That, she declares shows 
Madison’s reaction the clause “upon which the 
Catholic base their claim.” 

course, aside from the obvious fact that the clause 
relied not the one rejected 1785, but the one 
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enacted 1787, this authoritarianism with ven- 
geance, that opinion one man, expressed 
personal letter, should invalidate the intent expressed 
the Legislative branch the government. 


final item reveal the mind the author work 
must given. After identifying Protestantism and 
music, and expressing thanks for the identity that 
music thus easily substituted for religion the in- 
telligent being, Mrs. Meyer speaks the Protestant 
tradition German music—citing the great line 
Mozart, Beethoven and Mahler.” One could well 
name Haydn, Mozart, Schubert, and Bruchner alter 
the category the tradition polar fashion, and then 
specify the Catholic influences Bach and, even 
more, Beethoven. 


Perhaps too much emphasis has been placed here 
the discordant notes the book. While many stranger 
attitudes appear, and many worthwhile causes are, 
the other hand, espoused, the last word must that 
only discriminating adults concerned with large scale 
problems the nation should engage their time with 
this record modern, muddled, influential and 
energetic woman. 

Doris Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Fisher, Dorothy Canfield Vermont Tradition 
Little, Brown. Oct. 1953. 488p. $4.50. 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher began her preparation for 
Vermont Tradition childhood home where past 
and present were continuous. she says, “It takes 
very few lifetime-memories span and preserve 
couple centuries, provided the interest there 
retain and record.” great-uncle Zed was infant 
when the Treaty Ghent ended the War 1812. 
From him and from other elders eager child learned 
the minutely detailed history their own beloved 
people and the other first settlers the State. Family 
history very real and personal settled communities; 
the small and peaceful villages small State the 
raw facts history are accumulated carefully and 
lovingly preserved. 

“The Vermont Tradition,” the writer holds, none 
other than the American ideal—indeed, the world- 
wide democratic spirit. That developed par- 
ticular way was due the accidents time and space, 
history and geography. Vermont was settled 
people eager for independence, driven persecu- 
tion, seeking great wealth. They were literate and 
industrious, and they had earn their own respect. 
They found beautiful but not bounteous land; 
they settled early into the bucolic life where man was 
important for his qualities rather than for his posses- 
sions. hard climate and ungenerous soil gave 
them patience and perseverance, self-reliance and 
realistic understanding themselves and the world 
about them. 


Mrs. Fisher has written book which 
memoirs, biography, philosophy, sociology and many 
other disciplines rolled into one. lifetime thought- 
ful experience developed her knowledge and under- 
standings. Wide and skillful research procured the 
facts. But only the skilled hand master writer 
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could blend successfully much material. 
dispassionate interest she writes the early settlers and 
family life. The controversy with New York over land 
titles the New Hampshire Grants becomes living 
problem for high-principled and high-spirited men. 
Periods growth and decline, promise and disap- 
pointment are seen their work forming the char- 
acters the people Vermont. press agent, Mrs. 
Fisher neither exaggerates virtues nor ignores weak- 
nesses. She sees clearly and reports honestly. her 
pages the average man home comes life well 
the distinguished sons who brought glory their 
homes, their people, and their way life. 


Everyone who would understand New England and 
America should read this book. Students will learn 
how history should interpreted. All will benefit 
from happy hours with the distinguished prose 
cultivated writer. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 
Siemel, Sasha Tigrero! 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 26, 1953. 266p. $3.95. 


Tigrero is, deep the incredible Brazilian jungle 
Matto Grosso, killer tigers, the jaguar lords the 
wild. The author one the few ever seek out 
these beasts, many growing large the tigers India, 
single handed and armed with nothing but spear. 
Several such encounters are described herein and each 
event brush, even for the vicarious hunter, with 
violent death. 


The portions this book that deal with the primary 
subject matter jungle fights are simply and power- 
fully told. Unfortunately, the other fifty percent 
does not match interest intrinsic worth. 


Since Tigrero! the story the hunter and not the 
hunt, covers some thirty years living, frequently 
confusingly condensed. Not all this life worth 
recounting. The author left Rio Grande Sul for the 
jungle young man the advice ear-clipping 
hunter murderers after the apparent commission 
crime calling for the sheriff’s attention. Much the 
narrative thereafter conceived with the personal feuds 
the Siemel brothers over thousands square miles. 


Little the author’s personal philosophy merits re- 
spect but need not avoided adults who can, and 
will entertained the true adventure. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Reynolds, Quentin The Man Who Wouldn’t Talk 
Random House. Oct. 23, 1953. 214p. $2.75. 

Quentin Reynolds, one the most competent our 
professional journalists, has written another interesting 
but unimportant book. Although heralded the “now 
can told” incredible story George Pre, 
agent the British Intelligence Service World 
War II, the tale more fascinating than informative. 
George Pre Canadian who was selected as- 


sume the personality seemingly harmless thirty- 
seven-year-old French garage mechanic with the mind 


Siemel Reynolds Young 
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eight-year-old. this role was dropped 
parachute into occupied France assist maintaining 
escape-route for Allied air crews, gather appar- 
ently unimportant but really valuable information and 
perform various acts sabotage. His adventures 
were highlighted penetration German sub- 
marine factory Hamburg carry out the order: “It 
necessary sink the U-boats before they get wet.” 
Even after Allied victory had become obvious the 
Germans there remained one final mission help ex- 
pose German officers successfully masquerading cap- 
tured Canadians German P.W. camp escape 
punishment war criminals. 


The title the book descriptive the stubborn 
persistence George Pre maintaining his as- 
sumed identity spite the cruel, sadistic torture 
the Gestapo. Unfortunately the only details given 
the book are those the torture techniques. However, 
his courageous perseverence serves emphasize the 
startling success British Intelligence training indi- 
viduals completely submerge their own person- 
alities fool even the super-critical Gestapo. The 
real theme the book the tremendous sustaining 
power deep personal faith God, faith con- 
vincingly but too simply described. 


Undoubtedly written hurry and not intended 
preserved classic for posterity, this book, although 
superficial and easily forgotten, truly captivating for 
pleasant hour’s reading. 


Joseph Maloney, 

Department Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 

Bronx, New York 


Young, Edward Undersea Patrol 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 20, 1953. 298p. $3.95. 


The great weakness most books written about 
time experience military men lies usually the fact 
that the author, his journalist-collaborator, utilizes 
highly imitative style abounding clichés and conven- 
tionalized attitudes designed stimulate conditioned 
reader responses. The first great virtue Undersea 
Patrol, exception the rule, high degree 
literacy. 


Commander Young was the first member the Volun- 
teer Reserve the Royal Navy admitted its 
submarine service. profession was publisher. 
His account, therefore, his training and service the 
British submarine fleet double interest. fulfills 
the object wartime memoire, but addition 
provides work particular significance the lay 
reader. Without stooping melodramatics capture 
the attention CDR Young achieves even greater interest 
writing from the point view “outsider” who 
learns serve and eventually command. 


Despite the quiet tone, “reserved” the best sense, 
there sufficient drama—collisions, undersea escapes, 
secret landings, presented absolute honesty. 


There will not found here the magnitude the ex- 
ploits the great fleet submarines the Navy, 
the author frank point out. battleships nor 
aircraft carriers fell victim his torpedoes. But the 
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degree heroism the same. For the relatively small 
boats that served operated above the Artic Circle 
with the Russians, the Mediterranean defense 
Malta, and far out the East Indies. 


Undersea Patrol strongly recommended all inter- 
ested naval matters and, beyond, anyone even 
remotely curious about how submarine operates and 
how men live aboard. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Sobel, Bernard Broadway Heartbeat 
Hermitage House. Oct. 23, 1953. 352p. $3.50. 


Broadway Heartbeat, book memories written 
Bernard Sobel, who one time was press agent for 
Earl Carroll and Florenz Ziegfeld, filled with unin- 
teresting and unimportant details the great and near- 
great Broadway. permeated with egoistic 
and distorted viewpoint. Early life, Mr. Sobel ad- 
mits, lost his belief any formal religion. set 
himself become thoroughly acquainted with loath- 
some and disgusting details order eventually 
able describe, writer, what discovered about 
how the other half lived; and became acquainted 
not only with the notables Broadway, but also with 
habitués cafés, speak-easies, houses ill repute, and 
other unpalatable characters. Many Mr. Sobel’s 
stories are pointless, and those considers humorous 
are usually flat and vulgar. all, the book has 
nothing recommend it—a rare feat these days 
when nearly all writers show least some modest 
talent. book important one but its author. 
The time spent reading would put better use 
watching seventh-rate Dragnet TV. 


Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Grenfell, Captain Russell, R.N. 
Unconditional Hatred 
Devin-Adair. Oct. 20, 1953. 267p. $3.75. 


Some readers will familiar with Captain Grenfell’s 
writings naval history. His Main Fleet Singapore 
and The Bismarck Episode achieved merited popu- 
larity here several years ago. his new book, Uncon- 
ditional Hatred: German War Guilt and the Future 
Europe, Grenfell forsakes naval affairs and turns 
central topic international politics. Essentially what 
presents plea for resolute rather than re- 
luctant policy friendship for Germany. The Ger- 
mans must accorded “complete and absolute equality 
status” which means “removing all sources fric- 
tion, annoyance and resentment.” this 
would involve amnesty the German war crimi- 
nals, the return the Saar Germany, and since the 
French have stressed the importance pooling Europe’s 
economic resources, the settling East German refu- 
gees the rural regions France where agricultural 
productivity low. Only such firm attempts win 
the Germans can lead the fulfillment the supreme 
need the hour—the formation political union 
France, Germany and Great Britain. Alone, none 
the three powers can exercise any real influence. To- 
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gether, they could constitute power able deal from 
position quality with the United States and the 
U.S.S.R. Such union would re-create necessary 
international political balance. 


The author feels that proper understanding Ger- 
many’s role modern history vital correct for- 
mulation policy today. misreading the Ger- 
man past led disastrous consequences during the 
nineteen forties. Churchill and Roosevelt, suffering 
from blurred historical vision, were convinced that 
Germany was peculiarly aggressive and was the major 
threat European peace. From this conclusion was 
but short step the illogical view that the presence 
Germany the international scene was the only 
threat peace the Western world and that her 
elimination would usher era very prolonged 
(if not perpetual) peace. The wartime leaders ignored 
all other considerations and gave their delusion free 
rein. Germany was crushed, the balance power de- 
stroyed, and Soviet Russia’s dominion with all its tragic 
consequences was extended into Central and South- 
east Europe. 


Captain Grenfell’s view Germany’s history very 
different from that Roosevelt and Churchill, and 
the main, course, accurate one. Many writers 
have pointed out that Germany’s course modern 
times has not been notably belligerent. Captain Gren- 
fell reminds us, for example, that the period from 1815 
1914 England went war ten times, Russia seven 
times, France five times and only three 
times. Propagandist historians have lingered fondly 
over Prussian aggression 1870, yet France was 
eager for war Bismarck was, and, moreover, Prussia 
had legitimate objective, German national unification, 
while the French war party sought expansion into non- 
French territory—the German Rhineland. for the 
first World War, all reputable historians recognize that 
Germany’s responsibility was limited and qualified, the 
majority probably inclining the view that the “war- 
guilt” should considered falling equally the 
major powers and Serbia while respectable minor- 
ity find Russia and Serbia primarily responsible view 
which Grenfell shares). the case the Second 
World War, Grenfell points out that Hitler did not 
want war the West. His ambitions lay eastward 
Poland and Soviet Russia. The war became World 
War only when Britain and France declared war 
Germany. The German war record, then, should not 
particularly frightening the West, and Britain 
and France today should clasp the hand Germany 
without hesitation. The author admits that there are 
some risks involved admitting Germany status 
full equality, but observes that success any 
undertaking involves certain hazards. Since Britain and 
France carnot friends with Russia the present 
time, they cannot afford not friends with Ger- 
many. 


Captain Grenfell’s history generally accurate, 
times misleading. true that history has revealed 
that Hitler had hostility toward Britain until the 
Chamberlain government tried thwart his plans for 
expansion Eastern Europe, yet the British and French 
leaders 1939 could not certain his intentions 
nor the intentions his successors. full account 


a 
10 
S, 


156 


the origins World War hardly expected 
work this nature, yet brief statement the 
Franco-British case might have been order. Similarly 
his treatment the German war-crimes question 
somewhat excessively generous the Germans. 
argues that since the Russians were guilty enormities 
and the Western Allies some atrocities, the German 
barbarities can practically dismissed. are 
number other questionable least debatable 
propositions the book, yet serves useful purpose. 
America was deluged with fantastically warped pic- 
ture Germany’s past during the war and immediate 
post-war years. These still seem linger 
some extent official thinking and still are strongly 
evidence the newspaper and periodical press. 
Most writing the revival German power tinged 
with such reserve that, whatever one’s views Cap- 
tain Grenfell’s practical proposals, refreshing see 
bold presentation the German case. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Teale, Edwin May Circle the Seasons 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 19, 1953. 306p. $4.00. 

Circle the Seasons the day-by-day diary Long 
Island naturalist noting the secret hidden life bird 
and insect, mammal and reptile, flower and leaf within 
the cycle the year. This journal reads well enough, 
all such works, when the naturalist limits himself 
his proper sphere and records his observations. 
conceivably interesting, for instance, learn why snow 
squeaks why robins peck for hours window-panes; 
that the squirrel “redoubtable rodent” and the 
praying mantis fearsome creature. even possible 
share the naturalist’s rapture the song the wood- 
cock. But sooner later the naturalist puts upon him- 
self the character Addison’s enthusiast, or, like 
Wordsworth’s Matthew prompted one impulse from 
vernal wood, brings Nature heart that watches 
and receives. Trouble is, the mind left home. 
And Teale, like Thoreau, like Burroughs, manifests 
infantile “philosophy” and rather embarrassing 
proneness rhapsodize over minutiae. isn’t merely 
that the mountain labors produce mouse, but that 
the whole world nature strains produce something 
less than aphid. Thus Teale, various entries: 


“This day, went the city. And the most interesting 
thing saw there was cat.” 


“How long bird’s memory? The answer undoubt- 
edly varies with different species. But for the white- 
breasted nuthatch, extends across summer without 
question from winter’s end autumn.” 


“One the most suitable places the world for lonely 
reflection packed subway car. How alone you 
are the midst crowd strangers! the city 
today, look the passengers around me, all lost 
the details the latest holdup and homicide. fall 
imagining the acres forest, sun-flecked and wind- 
blown, that are laid waste provide New York 
with newspapers for single day. How many beautiful 
trees gave their lives that today’s scandal should, with- 
out delay, reach million readers!” 


Teale Lynd 


Best SELLERS 


one thing felt sure. The fly that stared 
had desire change places. had wish 


occurred that probably was the only 
human being among all the billions living this planet 
who was this concerned with the fate 
cat fleas cat fight.” 


Such notes are not infrequent throughout the book, but 
fairness the author must add that they are held 
down minimum and (what rarer) Mr. Teale 
does one point express his sadness when considers 
the smallness the things which occupy his mind. 
this vein, the most saving this journal’s graces the 
entry for September 26, which the author quotes 
British entomologist passage that might well serve 
any naturalist’s creed: have tell what 
have seen and found, our business give 
true account, disguising nothing, and keeping nothing 
back. But let careful not speak our little 
plummets had sounded the depths the universe.” 


Nevertheless, Mr. Teale forgot this advice, and Circle 
the Seasons remains within the 
naturalist literature: painstaking report natural phe- 
nomena spoiled trivial enthusiasm and philosophical 
trivia. you can ignore these last two characteristics 
(which can’t), there reason why you shouldn’t 
reading this book instead your usual scandal sheet 
the subway tomorrow morning. course, 
you happen think the wasted acres sun-flecked 
and wind-blown forests that into making books 
well. which case—you should reading all. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Quackery the Public Schools 
Sept. 10, 1953. 282p. $3.50. 


Modern concern with the problems public schools 
and general education has produced numerous volumes 
explanation and defence, analysis attack. 
Here significant example the second class. 
ten former university history instructor turned ad- 
vertiser, parent and school board member seriously 
concerned with the education American youth, 
presents clear picture present chaos. 


Albert Lynd protests against the forces equates 
“Progressives” and “Educationists.” attacks their 
theories and practices unsound, unjustified, and 
sometimes dishonest. Admitting the need for change, 
denies the competence these new leaders and 
rejects their assumption authority the modification 
our schools. 


The book uneven quality. times hardly 
more than assembling grotesque examples for 
museum the ridiculous. Again, marked 
glittering generalities with little supporting evidence, 
none justified statistics. Although the research 
purposes and techniques popular Schools Educa- 
tion are held scorn, little good research pre- 
sented refutation. There are too many examples 
the horrible, too few the good. Over-simplification 
can fault critics well those criticized. 
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writing clear, crisp prose, the author vindicates 
his right judge and condemn the prose 
the English-speaking world,” the usual style some 
the Aptly, relates the development 
and the proliferation courses Schools 
Education the absence true education the 
self-appointed experts. insists upon factual knowl- 
edge, recognized skills, and understanding the past 
the cultural formation men; decries their ab- 
sence too many present-day teachers. 


The author his best the last four chapters; 
three these interprets popular terms the philo- 
sophical tenets John Dewey which underlie “Pro- 
gressivism,” and analyzes “The World Professor Kil- 
patrick.” the last chapter suggests that lay society 
should rescue education from the “Educationists” 
insuring large body intelligent, well-educated 
teachers, attracted better salaries and higher status 
the community. The public, holds, should ex- 
amine and accept reject the purposes education 
and their underlying philosophies. 


The book should read all who are seriously con- 
cerned with education. will probably enrage the 
but might lead them examine 
their consciences and admit and correct some their 
mistakes. will give some consolation those who 
still work for the traditional goals educated men. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Niebuhr, Reinhold 
Christian Realism and Political Problems 
Scribners. Oct. 19, 1953. 203p. $3.00. 


Reinhold Niebuhr one the most original Protestant 
theologians writing today. especially distinguished 
relating theological principles political and social 
problems. This book gathers together eleven published 
and unpublished essays, most which are illuminating 
investigations into contemporary questions. 


the best study this subject which has yet appeared. 
isolationist, Dr. Niebuhr sees the practical difficul- 
ties which confront world government and con- 
vinced that will take humanity ages reach this 
necessary probes into the philosophical and 
theological fallacies Communism the chapter en- 
titled: Communism Evil?” notes that 
the utopian illusions Communism made more 
dangerous than Nazism “which could not, for instance, 
have conquered either Poland China internal 
conspiracy.” This has always been the Catholic view 
and for many years was not very popular with Ameri- 
can liberals. 


Another Catholic position buttressed his analysis 
“The Anomaly European Socialism.” kin- 
ship between ideological Socialism and Communism 
has long been apparent Catholic thinkers and that 
why Socialism its theoretical form has been con- 
demned the Church. The recent Republican vic- 
tory has prompted the essay “The Foreign Policy 
American Conservatism and Liberalism.” The author 
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not too hopeful that the “business administration” 
will succeed, especially its conduct foreign affairs. 
The passion the Republican Party for tax reduction 
and its indecision regard commitments Asia 
indicate its failure consider world problems realis- 
tically. 

Much has been written about Christianity’s role the 
development democracy. Niebuhr does not believe 
that Christianity alone responsible for democracy but 
that “free societies are the fortunate products the 
confluence Christian and secular forces.” 


The approach the last three essays strictly philo- 
sophical and theological and therefore quite profound. 
They study “Augustine’s Political Realism,” “Love and 
Law Protestantism and Catholicism,” and “Coher- 
ence, Incoherence and Christian Faith.” should 
expected that the author would differ from Catholic 
principles his opinions these subjects. His con- 
cepts law, the natural law, liberty and freedom 
are unacceptable. declares that the epistemological 
problem cannot solved rationally. His biblical real- 
ism rejects the virgin birth and the physical resurrec- 
tion Christ. 

Best Sellers surely not the medium which give 
adequate refutation his philosophical and theo- 
logical errors. unfortunate that the brilliant in- 
sights revealed his essays political and social prob- 
lems should counterbalanced the unorthodoxy 
his philosophical and theological tracts. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


Bellah, James Warner The Valiant Virginians 
Ballantine Books, 1953. 146p. $0.35. 


This small volume offers six episodes from the Civil 
War. Each story preceded few pages his- 
torical commentary and small map aid the reader 
following the action the Rebel and Yankee armies. 


Running through the sketches unifying thread 
the history several young Confederate cavalrymen. 
Although the connection between the narrative and the 
military action sometimes poor, the story well and 
interestingly told with occasional flashes good writing 
and human insight. 


Burress, John Apple Pear Tree 
Vanguard. Sept. 1953. 312p. $3.50. 

John Burress the author Little Mule won the 
acclaim many reputable critics. probably will 
not receive such fulsome praise for this, his second 
novel, for Apple Pear Tree, apart from being what 
most likely would called regional novel, has little 
else recommend it. sequel Little Mule, tale 
twentieth century Tom Sawyer, and often more 
imitative than imaginative, for the pen Mark Twain, 
least his creative genius, too evident. is, how- 
ever, innocuous piece writing and probably will 
prove pleasant reading for those who find rural 
life with all its ramifications and folksy charm fasci- 
nating. 
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The story itself spans about two years Little Mule’s 
life; particularly concerned with his adjustment 
his stepfather, his frantic desire come age, take 
his place the world men. The lad finds himself 
during this period transplanted from Missouri Ten- 
nessee, acquiring stepbrother well stepfather, 
and faced with the harsh reality that his mother has 
transferred her affections her new husband and her 
new son. Meanwhile, too, encounters adventures 
and engages escapades which invariably irritate his 
elders. perilous and final episode the conflict 
between himself and his stepfather resolved and the 
made that happiness will henceforth 
lot. 


The other members his family are discreetly limned, 
allowing none them usurp the role which Little 
Mule plays. His sisters are mildly romantic; his mother 
not too indulgent; his older brother, though year 
two his senior, properly aloof; and his neighbors 
various sorts are kindly and understanding. other 
words, Little Mule’s story, and nothing presented 
that might minimize that fact. 


The author has style that hardly inviting; 
almost akin the impoverished farm which serves 
the locale for most the narrative. His dialogue 
sounds quite authentic, limited the perspective 
his characters. also indulges some mild outhouse 
humor. too prone repeat certain phrases 
which seems enamored, but which perhaps are not 
arresting his But for anyone who likes 
the “just folks” type yarn, Apple Pear Tree 
will not disappoint him. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
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Davidson, Louis and Doherty, Eddie 

Captain Marooner 
Pocket Books, 1953. 300p. $0.35. (Original Crowell 
tion, 1952, reviewed vol. 12, no. 14, Oct. 15, 1952, 
154.) 
the bare, true, account the mutinous vovage 
the American whaler, Globe, December, 1822, the 
authors, attorney and journalist, have added the 
material for excellent novel. characteriza- 
tion, brisk, vivid style, and romantic realism add 
volume well worth reading. 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $4.00 ($4.50 Canadian 


and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 
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